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THE  SERVICE  RENDERED  BY  THE  SURGEONS  OF 
THE  CONFEDERATE  ARMY. 


"Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead?  Is  there  no  physician  there? 

Lord,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me?"  These  words  must  have  burst 

forth  from  the  agonized  lips  of  the  wounded  and  dying  in  our 

Confederate  Arniy  many,  many  times  as  they  lay  for  hours  neath 

a  pitiless  sun,  or  perhaps  all  night  under  the  cold  stars,  or 

within  ghastly  hospital  walls  with  no  help  nigh. 

But  there  was  a  balm  -  the  black  depths  of  their  anguish 

must  have  been  pierced  at  times  with  the  comfort  of  the  thought 

of  a  life  given  in  a  Glorified  Cause  -  for  Home  and  Country. 

And  there  was  a  Physician  -  the  sympathizing  Jesus  stood  near. 

He  heard  and  heeded  their  sufferings.  Even  the  pitying  angels 

from  Heaven  bending  over  them,  wept.  They  were  not  forsaken! 

And  earthly  physicians  worked  with  superhuman  energy,  straining 

every  effort  and  using  every  resource  at  their  command  in  their 

frantic  desire  to  aid  them,  './illing  hands  were  held  out  to 

them  from  every  corner  of  the  Southland,  but  alas,  they  were  so 

often  empty,  useless  hands  -  nothing  to  help  with  -  no  way  to  help. 

'./hen  the  War  Between  the  States  began,  the  Confederate  Army  was 
without  an  adequate  supply  of  surgeons,  medicine,  surgical 
instruments,  hospitals  or  equipments.  And  it  was  only  when  the 
first  battle  of  ilanassas  was  fought  on  July  21,  1861,  that  a  full 
realization  of  the  magnitude  of  the  stupendous  task  confronting 
the  lledical  Department  of  the  Confederacy  was  brought  home  to 
the  Confederate  Government. 

For  after  the  bloody  battle  there,  the  road  from  Ilanassas  Junction 
to  Richmond  was  one  vast  hospital  filled  with  the  hundreds  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  from  Beauregard's  victorious  army.   Ilmpty  ware- 
houses, tobacco  factories,  barns,  cabins,  homes,  and  anywhere  a 
blanket  could  be  laid  was  used  for  the  wounded  men.  There  were  so 
many  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  that  the  health  of  Richmond  was 
endangered.   For  two  weeks  they  kept  sending  them  in  from  the 
camps.  The  wounded  and  sick  from  the  Federal  ^.rmy  also  had  to  be 
cared  for  in  that  vicinity.  ThBFe  were  1S00  cases  of  fever  among 
the  Confederate  troops  stationed  at  Charlottesville,  .und  with 
an  insufficient  number  of  surgeons,  nurses  and  attendants,  and 
medicine  and  materials  for  post  operative  treatments  either 
short  or  lacking  altogether,  such  a  condition  was  bound  to  result 
in  great  embarrassment,  great  inefficiency  and  great  suffering. 

The  Confederate  Government  took  immediate  steps  to  reorganize 
and  enlarge  its  Medical  fiepartment.  On  July ^30,  1861,  President 
Jefferson  Davis  appointed  Dr.  Samuel  Preston  I.;oore,  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  as  Surgeon-General  of  the  Confederate 
Army.  Dr.  Ivloore  was  a  man  of  distinguished  lineage,  and  a 
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surgeon  of  note.  Having  resigned  from  the  United  States  ^rmy, 
in  which  he  had  served  in  the  capacity  of  surgeon  for  26  years, 
to  enter  the  service  of  the  Confederacy,  he  came  to  this  work 
as  head  of  its  Medical  Department  eminently  well  fitted  and 
capable  for  this  most  responsible  post,  by  reason  of  his  former 
experience  in  the  regular  army. 

Me  at  once  began  to^  perfect  the  reorganization  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  to  secure  efficient  and  competent  surgeons.   Most  of 
the  troops  in  the  field  were  volunteer  troops,  and  they  had  been 
allowed  to  select  their  own  officers,  medical  officers  included. 
In  this  way,  a  number  of  surgeons  had  been  engaged  in  the 
service  that  were  not  competent.  Many  physicians  all  over  the 
South  had  volunteered  as  privates  in  the  ranks,  and  some  were 
officers.  As  many  as  were  competent  were  transferred  to  the 
Medical  Department,  and  those  not  up  to  the  standard  were 
sent  back  to -the  lines  as  privates.   Certain  laws  applying  to 
the  medical  personel  of  the  Army  were  passed  by  the  Confederate 
Provisional  Congress,  and  Medical  Examining  Boards  were  provided. 

The  Medical  Department  was  composed  of  a  Surgeon-General,  1000 
surgeons,  and  2000  assistant  surgeons.   In  addition  to  these, 
there  were  a  number  of  contract  or  assisting  acting  surgeons. 
There  was  a  surgeon  and  an  assistant  surgeon  for  every  regiment 
of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  an  assistant  surgeon  to  every 
battalion.  Both  branches  of  the  service  -  the  x.rmy  and  the 
Eavy  -  were  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Department. 
Each  State  had  a  Surgeon-G-eneral  who  looked  after  the  interests 
of  his  State  troops,  and  co-operated  with  the  general  officers. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  surgeons  to  operate  when  necessary, 
and  to  have  the  wounded  transported  to  the  nearest  hospital  in 
village  or  city,  andC  to  look  after  the  sick  in  camp  or  on  the 
march.   The  duty  of  the  assistant  surgeon  was  assist  the  head 
surgeons  and  to  give  first  aid  to  the  wounded  on  the  battlefield 
and  to  have  them  removed  to  field  hospitals. 

Simultaneously  with  the  selection  and  organization  of  the 
surgical  forses,  was  the  establishment  of  hospitals.  At  first 
churches,  homes,  cabins,  carriage  houses,  barns  or  shelters 
made  of  rails,  or  anything  available  on  or  near  the  battle 
grounds  i^ere  used  for  field  hospitals.   Planks  or  old  doors 
were  laid  across  supports  for  operating  tables. 
In  the  towns  or  larger  places,  warehouses,  churches,  faetory 
buildings  and  school  houses  were  converted  into  temporary 
hospitals.   The  men  made  the  cots,  and  the  women  got  together 
the  blankest  and  quilts,  or  whatever  they  could  obtain  for 
coverings.   Carpets  v/ere  cut  up  to  cover  the  men,  and  table 
cloths  and  curtains  were  contributed  for  sheets  and  surgical 
dressings,  it   is  stated  that  in  emergency  cases  on  the  fields, 
the  doctors  had  been  driven  at  times  to  use  old  soiled  shirts 
or  other  soiled  clothing  to  bind  up  wounds. 

Using  all  the  speed  at  their  command,  the  Confederate  Government 
established  general  hospitals,  (or  base  hospitals  as  they  were 
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known  in  the  World  War),  which  were  fully  and  carefully  equipped 
for  taking  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  their  Army, 
Tftey  were  established  in  large  cities  and  at  points  most  access- 
ible to  the  railroads  and  the  armies.   Some  of  the  largest  were 
established  at  Richmond,  some  at  Memphis  and  "ashville,  and 
others  at  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta.  Additional  ones  were 
distributed  around  among  the  States  according  to  their  proximity 
to  the  fields  of  battle. 

'The  Chimborazo  Hospital  in  Richmond,  operated  by  the  Confederate 
Government,  was  said  to  have  been  the  largest  hospital  in  the 
world  at  that  time..   It  was  conducted  in  a  way  unique:  There  were 
State  wards.  All  from  one  State  were  placed  in  one  ward 
together,  and  a  surgeon  from  that  same  State  was  put  in  charge 
of  them  wherever  practicable.  And  each  State  accordingly,  until 
all  were  taken  care  of , surrounded  by  attendants  and  folks  from 
home.   The  Chimborazo  was  in  charge  of  Dr.  James  B.  MoCaw. 
The  Winder  Hospital  was  another  large  hospital  stationed  in 
Richmond.   Its  buildings  covered  1S5  acres,  it  is  said. 
The  Gordon  was  built  in  ITashville,  Tennessee,  and  was  a  tremendous 
hospital.   The  Gordon,  and  several  other  large  hospitals  were 
operated  on  an  extensive  scale,  having  their  own  bakeries,  dairies, 
an  ice  house,  and  a  garden  run  in  connection  with  them. 

Later,  and  in  addition  to  the  general  hospitals,  "Wayside 
Hospitals"  sprang  up  at  a  number  of  the  main  junctions,  and 
throughout  the  South  at  junction  points  and  along  highways  over 
which  soldiers  going  to  and  fro,  would  be  likely  to  travel. 
In  these  hospitals  soldiers  taken  suddenly  ill,  or  convalescents 
going  home  on  furloughs  would  be  taken  in  and  cared  for.   These 
wayside  hospitals  were  originally  the  idea  of  Dr.  T.  P.  Dargan 
of  South  Carolina,  who  established  and  operated  the  first  one 
at  Florence,  South  Carolina,  a«d  op o rated  at  his  own  expense, 
meeting  with  such  success  that  others  followed  all  over  the  South. 

Private  hospitals  were  conducted  for  a  time,  mostly  by  devoted 
women  anxious  to  serve,  and  these  were  attended  by  civilian 
doctors.  But  as  the  general  hospitals  became  operative,  these 
private  hospitals  were  discontinued,  with  two  or  three  exceptions, 
so  that  all  could  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Government , JC.  S.  A.) 

Medical  Inspectors  and  Medical  Directors  were  appointed  by  the 
Department,  and  a  complete  and  comprehensive  organization 
functioned  easily  and  without  clash  over  quite  a  period  of  the  war 

Ho  work  of  the  Department  was  more  imperative  or  difficult  than 
the  task  of  securing  and  keeping  an  adequate  supply  of  medicine 
and  surgocal  instruments  on  hand.   The  ehen  humane* Government 
of  the  United  States,  headed  by  the  man  calling  himself  "Abrahajp 
Lincoln",  had  declared  medicine  contraband.   'This  was  a  move  that 
caused  the  most  extreme  and  indescribable  suffering  in  the 
Confederate  x.rmy  for  the  lack  of  chloroform,  morphine,  or  any 
other  anaesthetics  at  different  times. 

Limbs  were  often  amputated,  and  terrible  operations  performed 
without  an  anaesthetic  of  any  kind,  and  there  was  no  morphine  or 
other  medicine  of  like  nature  to  use  as  a  follow  up  to  give  ease 
or  surcease  from  pain.   There  was  only  cold  water  to  use  as  a 
disinfectant. 
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It  has  "been  stated  that  the  surgeons  in  the  Confederate  Army 
never  amputated  a  limb  without  first  obtaining  the  permission 
of  the  patient.  And  certainly,  when  life  depended  upon  the 
amputation  of  a  dangling,  mangled  leg  or  arm,  or  the  removal 
of  a  remnant  of  shell  or  a  bullet  from  the  body,  permission 
would  be  given.  But  however  willing-  the  spirit  of  the  poor 
soldier  might  be,  the  flesh  was  weak,  and  such  an  operation 
performed  without  an  anaesthetic  of  any  description,  was 
unendurable  agony,  and  often  the  patient  had  to  be  held  by 
assistants.   (This  information  is  absolutely  authoritative. 
Lly  step  grandfather,  Robert  F.  Sales,  a  man  of  undisputed 
veracity,  and  a  member  of  Company  "Kn ,  60th  ITorth  Carolina 
Regiment,  was  detailed  in  an  Atlanta  hospital, where  he  had  freen 
sent  for  treatment  for  a  sever  attack  of  rheumatism,  to 
assist  in  holding  the  patients  at  times,  for  such  operations 
as  I  have  described.  He  was  one  of  the  few  men  who  could 
assist  in  a  case  like  that  without  themselves  falling  in  faints 
from  witnessing  such  scenes-*  his  rheumatism,  of  course,  was 
improved  when  he  was  called  upon  for  this  work). 
But  the  success  of  the  devoted  doctors  was  wonderful,  even 
though  the  death  rate  was  high.  However,  it  would  seem  that  the 
screams,  cries  and  sufferings  of  these  helpless  men  would  echo 
in  the  ears  of  those  responsible  for  such  a  measure  even  to 
this  day  -  that  not  esren  the  tomb  could  shut  them  out. 

There  wets  also  a  great  lack  of  medicine  among  the  private 
citizens  of  the  South  at  that  time  -  old  men,  women  and  little 
children  -  as  well  as  in  hospitals.   This  lack  was  supplied  as 
far  as  possible  by  blockade  runners,   capture,  and  a  few 
laboratories  and  distilleries  of  medicine  at  different  points 
in  the  South,  which  were  necessarily  very  limited  in  their 
output.   The  blockade  runners  of  the  Conf ederatoy  Ifavy  were  of 
inestimable  value  in  their  service  in  this  respect,  bringing 
in  the  imported  medicines  on  almost  every  ship.   The  Confederate 
Government  established  an  agency  in  London  whereby  they  were  to 
forward  medicine  on  each  blockade  runner,  and  the  vessel  was 
to  carry  cotton  on  the  return  trip  to  pay  for  it.  i.fter  the  fall 
of  Hew  Orleans,  the  fishermen  slipped  it  in  and  out  of  there  in 
their  canoes,  and  at  Charleston  and  Wilmington,  the  women 
assisted  in  slipping  medicine  in  from  the  blockade  runners  and 
sending  it  through  the  lines  to  where  it  was  needed. 
Another  so-urce  of  obtaining  these  supplies  was  by  capture  from 
the  enemy.   On  one  occasion,  more  than  ^150,000  worth  was 
captured  at  one  time  from  a  Federal  wagon  train,  ^jad  while  most 
of  the  surgical  instruments  were  either  imported  or  captured, 
there  were  a  few  skilled  workers  in  metals  in  the  bouth  who 
were  able  to  supply  them  to  a  limited  extent,  these  being  in 
ITorth  Carolina  and  Virginia, 

Dr.  Lloore  organized  the  "ftssociation  of  ^rmy  &  Navy  Surgeons 
of  the  Confederate  States".  Books  were  written  and  published 
for  the  instruction  and  assistance  of  the  medical  men  by 
eminent  surgical  scholars  detailed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
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Department,  and  for  more  than  a  year  -  1864-65  -  a  medical 
journal,  "The  Confederate  States  Medical  &  Surgical  Journal" 
was  published.   Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  medicines,  substitutes 
were  in  demand,  and  Dr.  Francis  P.  Porcher,  of  South  Carolina, 
one  of  the  leading  "botanists  of  the  day  as  well  as  an  eminent 
surgeon,  was  detailed  to  write  a  medical  botany  of  the  Southern 
States.   This  was  designed  to  distribute  a  knowledge  of  what 
shrubs,  plants  and  barks  to  be  obtained  in  the  South  could  be 
used  for  medicine. 

Dr.  Kunter  Holmes  McGuifce  of  Richmond,  who  was  on  Stonewall 
Jackson's  staff,  and  was  beloved  by  the  General,  and  with  him 
at  his  death,  humanized  war, (this  from  Boston),  by  originating 
the  custom  of  immediately  releasing  all  medical  officers  and 
men  when  captured.  But  the  Federal  officers  in  authority 
violated  this  mutual  understanding  between  the  ..rmies,  when  at 
Gettysburg,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  they 
arrested  and  imprisoned  the  surgeons  and  attendants  left  behind 
to  minister  to  the  Confederate  troops  at  that  time  -  a  dark 
blot  on  the  pages  of  American  history. 

And  to  Surgeon  I.'cGuire  belongs  the  credit  of  organizing  the 
Reserve  Medical  Corps  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  of  perfecting 
the  ambulance  Corps.   For  there  was  a  time  durina  the  War 
-etween  the  States  that  the  wounded  soldiers  of  the  Southern 
Army  were  carried  from  the  battle  fields  in  comfortable 
ambulances  equipped  with  cushions  and  springs,  but  at  the  first 
and  also  at  the  last,  it  was  rough  jolting  wagons,  or  any  means 
of  conveyance  possible.   The  ambulances  had  worn  out  from  the 
long  drives  from  one  battle  field  to  another,  and  could  not 
be  replaced. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  no  known  means  available 
were  omitted  or  neglected  by  the  medical  men  in  their  efforts 
to  make  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Confederate  States  a 
most  efficient  and  effectual  instrument  of  relief  to  the 
soldiers  of  their  Army* 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  Confederate  Army  was  well 
equipped  with  educated  and  honorable  men.  The  nucleus  of  this 
body  of  surgeons  was  formed  by  the  27  surgeons  that  resigned 
from  the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  Confederacy.   They  were  second  to  none  in  this 
or  any  other  Nation.  Several  of  them  had  spent  one  or  two  years 
abroad  in  pursuit  of  their  studies  and  profession,  and  others 
had  received  the  best  medical  training  in  the  leading  schools 
af  both  ""orth  and  South  at  home.   Among  them  were  noted 
founders  and  instructors  of  medical  schools  in  the  United  States. 
jng  these  were  Dr.  Hunter  Holmes  MoGuire,  Stanford  E.  Challais, 
Francis  Peyre  Porcher,  J.  R.  Buist,  and  David  W.  Yandell. 
After  the  war,  several  of  the  members  of  the  Confederate  Surgical 
staff  received  appointments  of  important  foreign  posts. 
Dr.  Edward  Warren  of  North  Carolina  received  an  appointment  in 
the  Egyptian  ...rmy,  and  Dr.  John  T»  larby  appointed,  a  colonel 
on  the  medical  staff  of  the  Prussian  Army.   They  had  attracted 
the  attention  of  even  foreign  governments  because  of  their 
service  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
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The  surgeons  and  their  assistants  lived  mostly  with  their  men 
in  the  open  fields  in  the  trenches  swept  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  or  in  holes  half  filled  with  water.   Often  they  were 
half  starved,  living  on  the  coarsest  foods,  and  frequently  when 
half  sick  themselves  they  would  perform  services  that  called  for 
skill,  care  and  courage.  At  the  Siege  cf  Petersburg,  after  one 
of  the  big  battles  there,  there  were  five  surgeons  who  worked 
continuously  for  three  whole  days  and  nights  trying  to  care  for 
the  wounded.  And  this  was  going  on  in  the  South  Carolina 
hospital,  which  was  being  repeatedly  struck  by  the  shells  of 
the  enemy. 

Some  of  the  surgeons  died  of  exposure,  giving  their  lives  that 
others  might  live,  as  did  Dr.  V/illiam  Hay  and  Dr.  John  Ramsey 
MoDaw.   Others  went  as  prisoners  rather  than  be  separated  from 
their  men.  And  always  it  was  the  scenes  o£   carnage  and  blood- 
shed for  them  -  the  harrowing  and  gruesome  side. 

ITorth  Carolina  did  her  part  in  this  work,  and  more.  She  organized 
her  Medical  Staff  early  in  1661,  with  Dr.  Charles  ":.  Johnson 
Surgeon-General,  E,  B&rke  Haywood  Surgeon  in  charge  of  General 
Hospitals,,  and  T?eter  E.  Hines  Medical  Director  of  Hospitals 
in  ITorth  Carolina. 

General  Hospitals  were  established.   The  first  one  at  Raleigh. 
The  IT.  C.  Hospital  at  'Petersburg,  Virginia  was  built-  and 
equipped.  Also,  a  General  hospital  at  Richmond. 

During  the  time  of  Surgeon- General  Johnson's  administration,  he  r 
visited  every  battle  field  in  Virginia,  carrying  medicines 
and  supplies  of  every  kind  to  our  soldiers,  .md  his  state  had 
better  arrangements  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  its  men  than 
any  other  state.  Upon  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Johnson  as  Surgeon 
General,  he  had  gone  to  work  immediately  selecting  and  carefully 
recommending  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  for  each  regiment 
as  it  was  organized.   Everything-  that  could  be  done, was  done 
in  order  to  give  the  ITorth  Carolina  troops  the  best  supply  of 
medicines  and  medical  supplies  to  be  had  in  this  or  any  other  State 

Druggists  in  ITorth  Carolina  gave  every  assistance  in  the  efforts 
to  provide  anough  medicine  for  the  troops,  and  some  of  them  sold 
almost  their  whole  supply  to  the  State. 

In  September,  1862,  Surgeon  Johnson  resigned,  and  Governor  Vance 
then  appointed  Dr.  Edward  Warren,  of  Tyrrell  County,  Surgeon 
General  for  north  Carolina. 

Supported  by  Governor  Vance,  Dr.  Warren  established  Wayside 
Hospitals  at  convenient  places  in  the  State,  and  a  Soldier's  Home 
in  Richmond,  ^e  obtained  a  good  supply  of  medicine  and  hospital 
stores  and  distributed  them  among  the  State  troops  where  needed. 
A  corps  of  competent  surgeons  was  organized,  among  them  Dr.  Eugene 
Grissom  and  David  Tayloe,  and  they  were  sent  wherever  their 
services  were  in  demand.   The  Medical  Department  of  the  State  under 
both  Surgeon-Generals,  Johnson  and  Warren,  was  felt,  appreciated 
and  respected  not  only  by  the  people  of  ITorth  Carolina,  but  by 
the  entire  Confederacy. 
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In  1862,  when  Ze"bulon  Vance  was  elected  Governor,  one  of  his 
first  acts  was  to  send  a  man  to  England  to  purchase  a  steamship 
which  was  to  be  used  in  importing  supplies  for  his  State  troops. 
The  first  one  was  named  "The  ^d Vance"  in  his  honor,  and  he 
added  several  more  to  this  list,  and  they  became  blockade  runners 
as  the  times  necessitated.  ,  This  small  fleet  rendered  invaluable 
service  to  the  whole  Confederacy  as  well  a«  North  Carolina. 
From  time  to  time,  they  brought  over  medicine  valued  at  -,.;50,000. 
which  was  distributed  for  use  in  this  State  and  among  the 
Confederate  troops  in  general,  --edical  supplies  were  also 
imported  by  them.   England  was  mostly  the  source  of  supply. 

From  first  to  last,  among  the  General  Hospitals  throughout  the 
State,  were  two  at  Raleigh,  Uwo  at  Wilmington,  one  at  Wilson, 
one  at  Goldsboro,  one  at  Y.rake  Forest,  one  at  Charlotte,  one  at 
Statesville,  and  in  1865  one  was  completed  in  Salisbury.   There 
v/as  also  a  Prison  Hospital  in  Salisbury. 

xxmong  the  Wayside  Hospitals  established  at  different  points 
in  the  State,  were  those  at  Tarboro,  Weldon,  Goldsboro,  Salisbury, 
Charlotte,  and  other  places.   HortJa  Carolina  had  a  General 
hospital  at  Petersburg  for  her  soldiers,  and  also  one  at  Richmond, 
which  was  built  early  in  the  spring  of  1662  for  a  hospital, 
home  and  supply  store  for  .:orth  Carolina  soldiers,  in   short, 
theee  v/as  no  stone  left  unturned  either  by  the  State  officials 
or  the  officials  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  State, in 
their  efforts  to  take  proper  care  of  their  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  on  the  field. 

''■Paen   Surgeon  Chopin,  Medical  Inspector  on  Beauregard's  Staff, 
made  a  round  of  the  North  Carolina  hospitals  rather  late  in  the 
war,  he  reported  to  Surgeon-General  Samuel  Preston  I'oore,  that 
he  had  found  the  hospitals  in  the  North  Carolina  District 
better  conducted,  neater  and  cleaner  than  those  in  any  other 
district  in  the  Confederacy,  and  that  he  had  inspected  them  all, 
Surgeon-General  Lloore,  C.  S.  A«,   v/as  always  kind  and  liberal 
to  all  the  hospitals  in  North  Carolina. 

In  1862,  all  the  hospitals,  furniture  and  equipments  in  the 
possession  of  the  State  of  Horth  Carolina,  were  turned  over  to 
the  Confederate  Government,  so  that  all  could  be  under  one 
medical  head. 

According  to  Clarke's  Regimental  Histories  of  Ilorth  Carolina, 
the  State  had  80  Regiments,  6  Battalions,  and  5  Brigades. 
3ach  regiment  had  its  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeon,  and  the 
battalions  and  brigades  likewise.   These  appointments  were 
constantly  changing,  and  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the 
final  chapter,  there  was  an  army  of  medical  men  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  State  and  the  Confederacy  in  general.  They  were 
scholarly,  cultured,  talented  and  well  fitted  for  their  great 
calling,  and  they  rank  with  those  who  best  served  the  South  in 
her  trial  and  suffering.  And  they  were  ably  seconded  in  all 
their  efforts  by  Governor  Sebulon  Baird  Vance,  whose  ability  and 
far  sight edness  placed  him  in  the  lead  of  all  the  war  governors 
of  the  South  at  that  time. 
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The  ability  of  the  I'edical  Staff  of  North  Carolina  was  recognized 
by  foreign  nations,  also,  and  after  the  war  closed,  State  Surgeon- 
General  Fdward  Warren,  .who  had  been  honored  by  Governor  Vance 
with  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General,  received  6h/  appointment  on 
the  medical  staff  of  the  Khedive  of  Egypt,  with  the  title  of 
colonel  in  the  Egyptian  Army,  fte  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Ghief 
Surgeon  of  the  general  staff." 

later,  he  served  the  French  Government,  also,  and  received 
the  Gross  of  the  legion  of  Honor  in  appreciation  of  his  services 
in  their  Army. 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  &  llavy  of  the  Confederacy 
cared  for  more  than  600,000  troops,  and  70,000  Federal  prisoners 
of  war.   The  number  receiving  medical  attention  was  much  larger 
than  normally  i±  would  have  been  the  case,  because  of  the  stern 
policy  of  the  Federal  Government  late  in  the  war  of  refusing  to 
allow  the  exchange  of  prisoners.   This  policy  resulted  in  the 
crowding  in  at  one  time  of  30,000  prisoners  at  Andersonville 
where  there  was  only  space  for  10,000,  and  resulted  in  a 
distressing  death  rate  in  Confederate  prisons.  But  even  then, 
the  death  rate  in  the  Federal  prisons  was  higher,  it  being  12$ 
and  that  of  the  Confederate  prisons  was  only  8.3$ 
The  Confederate  surgeons  and  their  assistant  strove  manfully 
to  reduce  the  death  rate.   It  is  said  that  the  Confederate 
Surgical  staff  cared  for  more  than  3,000,000  cases  of  wounds 
and  disease  during  the  war. 

'.hen  Richmond  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Federal  i-rmy  on  April 
End,  1865,  the  City  was  sweptrf  by  fire,  and  among  the  buildings 
burned  was  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Confederate 
■"■may,  Dr.  Samuel  Preston  Moore.   This  office  contained  the  records 
and  data  of  the  detailed  activities  of  the  Etedical  Department  of 
the  Army  &  Havy  of  the  .C.oS.  A.  for  the  whole  four  years  of  the 
war.  This  was  a  grave  and  serious  loss,  as  much  of  it  could  never 
be  replaced.  And  this  accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  Aedical 
Department  has  never  received  the  full  credit  and  glory  that  it 
earned,   it  was  not  theirs  to  make  the  spectacular  and  brilliant 
military  sallies  of  their  brothers  on  the  field,  but  to  render 
the  unspeakably  grand  and  self  effacing  service  of  saving  the 
lives  and  alleviating  the  pain  of  their  fellow  soldiers  in  the 
obscurity  of  the  hospital  walls,  or  behind  the  lines.  The  actual 
rewards  received  by  them  were  meagre  and  inadequate  when  compared 
to  their  military  associates  on  the  field.   But  their  duties  were 
of  a  high  and  exalted  order,  and  their  real  rewards  were  the 
approval  of  their  immediate  commanders,  the  confidence  of  the 
sick  and  wounded,  and  the  support  of  their  own  conscience. 
The  Confederate  Surgeons,  in  common  with  the  Confederate  Soldiers, 
did  not  enter  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  with  the  hope  of 
material  rewards,  but  in  obedience, to  a  sacred  principle. 

And  when  the  coming  historians  of  the  ^oxith  and  the  War  Between 
the  States  shall  have  collected  and  faithfully  chronicled  what  is 
left  of  the  story  of  these  non-combatant  heroes,  their  services, 
sacrifices  and  triumphs  will  be  one  of  the  proudest  pages  in 
all  American  history. 

Dolly  Madison. 
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The  Above  are  references  for  my  material  used  in  the  e^say: 
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Dolly  Madison. 
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